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On June 18, 2015 Aaron Clark of the Cleveland Ufology Project (CUP) posted a link on
the CUP Facebook page to a news story from Open Minds about Rob Mercer, who runs
the Miami Valley UFO Society. For those unfamiliar with Rob Mercer’s story, he ran
across an ad on Craigslist that was selling old (original) USAF Project Blue Book file
documents. Rob was able to track down the original owner, who turned out to be an
officer that had been assigned to Project Blue Book who kept a lot of the original files
after the Project was shut down. He gave Rob the additional boxes of files that he still
had in his possession. What interested me, and what piqued my curiosity to seek Rob
out, was that the news article photo showed a stack of photo slides.

Several years ago, I had worked on a historical crop circle case from 1964 at Dale,
Indiana in which Project Blue Book had contracted a physicist from Northwestern
University by the name of William Powers to conduct an investigation of an eyewitness
to a ball-of-light (BOL) that created a swirled circle in grass. Today, in the online
Project Blue Book files on the Dale, Indiana case, you can see a photocopied page of a
dozen or so slides which are all blacked out. I wondered if perhaps Rob had gotten his
hands on any of the original Dale, Indiana case slides that might have photos of the
swirled grass circle. Unfortunately, Rob didn’t have any photos from Dale, but he did
have two slides of two people crouched down in front of a swirled-down circle of wheat.

I had recognized at least part of the photos — and I say only part of the photos, because
the photos I had seen in the online Project Blue Book files were heavily redacted. The
photos I recalled seeing were included in a file under case #9835B — Mount Airy, North
Carolina — an event which also reportedly included a swirled grass circle on the date of

August 19, 1965.

A further search of the online Project Blue Book archives that I did turned up
something even more interesting — the wheat circle photos weren't from Mt. Airy, North
Carolina at all, but were actually from Veblen Township, South Dakota, and one of the
photos appeared on the front page of a local newspaper accompanied by a short article
which told a very interesting story. Project Blue Book officials were notified of the
South Dakota event, but eventually declined to investigate it and no case number was
ever assigned. What I've compiled on the following pages tells an interesting story of
what I have been able to piece together so far of this early USA crop circle report.

Jeffrey Wilson
June 29, 2015



One of two high-resolution scanned slides from the Rob Mercer-recovered
Project Blue Book files (numbered V67-739). Pictured are farmer Willard
Hill (right), Chip the terrier (center), and Marshall County Extension Agent

Richard Durland (left) examining one of the zwenty-seven swirled circles in
wheat found on the Hill farm in Veblen Township, South Dakota on August

11, 1965. Although the extension agent Richard Durland contacted the Air
Force to see if they could provide an explanation, Project Blue Book officials

declined to investigate, and no case number was ever assigned. Later, photos
of this South Dakota event were mis-labeled and filed by Project Blue Book
investigators under case #9835B — Mount Airy, North Carolina — an event
which also included a reported swirled grass circle on the date of August 19,
1965. Oddly, when the Project Blue Book files were released to the public,
photos of the South Dakota event were heavily redacted under the Mount
Airy case file #, but all the non-case file photos and documents were not
redacted and appear in the archives as “Illegible”. The two slides that appear
in the recovered Project Blue Book files appear to be press photos — this one
of the two is on the front page of The Journal (Britton, Marshall County,
South Dakota) newspaper in the Volume 82, Thursday, August 19, 1965
edition, dated before the Air Force was even notified of the event.




One of two high-resolution scanned slides from recovered Project Blue Book
files (numbered V67-734). Pictured are farmer Willard Hill (left), Marshall
County Extension Agent Richard Durland (right), and Chip the terrier (far
right) examining one of the twenty-seven swirled wheat circles found on the
Hill farm in Veblen Township, South Dakota on August 11, 1965. Although
the extension agent Richard Durland contacted the Air Force to see if they
could provide an explanation, Project Blue Book officials declined to

investigate, and no case number was ever assigned. Later, photos of this
South Dakota event were mis-labeled and filed by Project Blue Book
investigators under case #9835B — Mount Airy, North Carolina — an event
which also included a reported swirled grass circle on the same exact date of
August 19, 1965. Oddly, when the Project Blue Book files were released to
the public, photos of the South Dakota event were heavily redacted under the
Mount Airy case file #, but all the non-case file photos and documents were
not redacted and appear in the archives as “Illegible”. The two slides that
appear in the recovered Project Blue Book files appear to be press photos —



